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Sir: 

Submitted herewith are the following documents relating to the above-identified patent 
application: 

(1) Response to Final Office Action; 

(2) Notice of Appeal; and 

(3) Petition for Extension of Time Under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 36(a). 

In the event of any non-payment or improper payment of a required fee, the Commissioner 
is hereby authorized to charge or to credit Ryan, Mason & Lewis, LLP Deposit Account No. 50- 
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Mail Stop AF JUN 1 7 2003 

Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the final Office Action dated February 12, 2003, Applicants' present the 
following remarks for consideration: 

REMARKS 

The present application was filed on November 13, 1998 with claims 1-20. In a previous 
Amendment dated November 19, 2002, Applicants amended claims 1, 5, 6, 10, 15 and 19, and 
canceled claims 2 and 7. In the outstanding final Office Action, the Examiner: (i) objected to claims 
1, 5, 6 and 10 due to alleged informalities; (ii) rejected claims 1 and 6 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as 
being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 5,371,897 to Brown et al. (hereinafter "Brown") in view 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,41 1 ,632 to Lindgren et al. (hereinafter "Lindgren"); (iii) rejected claims 12,13, 
16 and 17 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Brown in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,151,497 to Yee et al. (hereinafter "Yee"); (iv) rejected claims 14, 18 and 20 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brown in view of Yee in fiirther view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,272,148 to Takagi et al. (hereinafter "Takagi"); (v) rejected claims 3, 4, 8, 9 and 11 under 35 



